
 MINUTES OF THE
NATURAL RESOURCES APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE

January 22, 2001
Room 305, State Capitol

MEMBERS PRESENT: Sen. Parley Hellewell, Co-Chair
Rep. Michael R. Styler, Co-Chair
Sen. Ron Allen
Sen. Bill Wright
Rep. Craig W. Buttars
Rep. Carl W. Duckworth
Rep. Ben C. Ferry
Rep. Fred J. Fife III
Rep. James R. Gowans
Rep. Bradley T. Johnson
Rep. Brent D. Parker
Rep. Darin G. Peterson

STAFF PRESENT: Steven Allred, Fiscal Analyst
Vanean Bitton, Committee Secretary

VISITORS: Attached to and made a part of these minutes

Rep. Michael R. Styler called the meeting to order at 2:17 p.m.

Kathleen Clarke, Executive Director of the Department of Natural Resources, presented an overview of the
department and addressed the subcommittee concerning department issues.

Mr. Allred discussed the following issues for the Department of Natural Resources:

2.1: Great Salt Lake Comprehensive Management Plan: Final costs were not available at the time
this report was printed.
2.2: Bear River Bird Refuge Dispute: $20,000 General Funds
2.3: Boating Specialist FTE: $60,000 General Funds
2.4: Parks Capital Improvements: Mr. Allred recommends one-time General Funds of
$10,000,000, should funding become available.
2.5: Transfer of Veterans Cemetery to Office of Veterans Affairs (National Guard): $33,000 in
Dedicated Credits and $138,000 in General Funds
2.6: Wildlife Resources Reimbursement: Mr. Allred recommends transferring funds back to their
original line items and recommends $29,600 in General Funds, should funds become available.
2.7: Blue Ribbon Trout Fisheries: $500,000 in one-time General Funds
2.8: Water Rights Advertising: Mr. Allred recommends an ongoing General Fund increase of
$40,000 for FY 2002.
2.9: Impact of Initiative B, “Utah Property Protection Act”: Use of license dollars could be used to
put assets into the Uniform School Fund.

MOTION: Rep. Johnson moved to have the legislative analyst write intent language regarding
nonlapsing funding for the White Hollow Reservoir and Thistle Tunnel projects.  The
motion passed unanimously. 
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Mr. Allred recommended a total budget for the Department of Natural Resources of
$129,123,000.  This includes General Funds of $35,830,700.  Mr. Allred’s budget recommendations for
the functions within this line item include:

Executive Director $870,100
Administrative Services             1,381,300
Energy Resource Planning             1,018,700
Public Affairs   285,800
Bear Lake Commission     50,000
Law Enforcement   289,000

MOTION: Rep. Fife moved to approve the intent language as follows:

It is the intent of the Legislature that funding for the Bear Lake Regional Commission be 
expended only as a one-to-one match with funds from the State of Idaho.

The vote was unanimous.  Absent for the vote was Rep. Johnson.

Mr. Craig Call, the Private Property Ombudsman, gave a presentation on eminent domain and the
programs his office provides.

Mr. Allred asked the committee if they wanted to keep the General Fund Restricted - Species
Protection Account intent language as written on page 17 under Tab 4.  The committee agreed to decide on
this matter later.

MOTION: Rep. Gowans moved to approve the intent language as follows:

It is the intent of the Legislature that the Species Protection program General Fund
appropriation be nonlapsing.

The vote was unanimous.  Absent for the vote was Rep. Johnson.

Mr. Allred reviewed the Internal Service Funds budget requests.  The Department has three ISFs: 
Warehouse, Motor Pool, and Data Processing.  Mr. Allred recommended the following:

• Warehouse
Approved revenues of $725,000.
Approved operating expenses of $724,800.  The $200 difference between revenues
and expenses will go to Retained Earnings.
The rate and fee schedule on page 24, Tab 4.
2 FTEs.
No capital purchases.

• Motor Pool
Approved revenues of $3,911,900.
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Approved operating expenses of $3,699,000.  The $212,900 difference between revenues
and expenses will go to Retained Earnings.
The rate and fee schedule shown on page 26, Tab 4.
4 FTEs.
No capital purchases.

• Data Processing
Approved revenues of $702,000.
Approved operating expenses of $689,000.  The $13,000 difference between revenues and
expenses will go to Retained Earnings.
The rate and fee schedule on page 29, Tab 4.
4 FTEs
Capital purchases in the amount of $100,000 with a five-year depreciation schedule.

Mr. Lowell Braxton, Director of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining, presented an overview of the
division and addressed the subcommittee concerning division issues.

Mr. Allred recommended the following budget for the division:

Administration $1,176,400
Board         25,400
Oil and Gas Conservation   1,321,800
Minerals Reclamation      395,800
Coal Reclamation   1,399,200
Abandoned Mine   2,274,900
OGM Misc. Nonlapsing      135,000
         Total $6,728,500

MOTION: Rep. Gowans moved to approve the intent language as follows:

It is the intent of the Legislature that any excess dedicated credits the appropriation
to the Minerals Reclamation Program collected by the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
shall not lapse to the General Fund, but remain in the division be nonlapsing.

The vote was unanimous.  Absent for the vote were Senator Allen, Rep. Buttars, and Rep. Parker.

MOTION: Rep. Ferry moved to approve the Oil, Gas and Mining Division fees as listed on
pages 15-16, Tab 6.

The vote was unanimous.  Absent for the vote were Senator Allen, Rep. Buttars, and Rep. Parker.

MOTION: Senator Hellewell moved to tentatively approve the budget of the Oil, Gas and
Mining Division.

The vote was unanimous.  Absent for the vote were Senator Allen, Rep. Buttars, and Rep. Parker.
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MOTION: Rep. Gowans moved to tentatively approve the budget of the Department of Agriculture
and Food, with notice taken on the short falls.

The vote was unanimous.  Absent for the vote were Senator Allen, Rep. Buttars, and Rep. Parker.

MOTION: Rep. Fife moved to adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was
adjourned at 4:40 p.m.

   ____________________________________                 ______________________________________
           Rep. Michael R. Styler, Co-Chairman                              Sen. Parley Hellewell, Co-Chairman


